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Abstract

The lattice parameters and crystal structures of the spinel form of Ni,SiO, have been deter-
mined at various pressures using a miniature diamond pressure cell and, at one atmosphere,
at elevated temperatures. The crystal structure of the spinel form of Fe,SiO, has been refined
from data measured under room conditions. All refinements have weighted residuals in the
range 1.4 to 2.4 percent. The oxygen positional parameter, u, increases with higher pressure
or lower temperature. The relationship between u and unit-cell edge, g, is essentially linear.
The Si-O distance is approximately constant with a value of 1.66A for all temperatures, pres-
sures, and compositions. Thus thermal expansion and compression of silicate spinel is mostly
due to changes in the octahedral site. The polyhedral bulk modulus is 1.7+0.1 Mbar for the
Ni-O octahedron and is greater than 2.5 Mbar for the Si-O tetahedron.

Modification of the temperature factor model to include anharmonic terms greatly reduces
the residual electron density for Ni,SiO,; however, similar factors for Fe,SiO, are not signifi-

cant.

Introduction

The spinel form of magnesium-iron orthosilicate,
(Mg,Fe),Si0,, is believed to be a major rock-forming
mineral in the mantle (Ringwood, 1958a). An under-
standing of the crystal chemistry of silicate spinel,
therefore, is important in defining the equation of
state of the solid earth. The olivine/spinel phase
transition (Ringwood, 1958b) is a reconstructive
transformation that has been the subject of numerous
experimental and theoretical studies (for a review,
see Wyllie, 1970, p. 123-130).

The space group of silicate spinels is Fd3m, Z = 8.
For the standard origin at a center of symmetry, the
three atoms in the asymmetric unit are R** at (1/2,
1/2,1/2), Si at (1/8,1/8,1/8), and O at (u,u,u) with u
=~ 0.24. Two parameters, the oxygen positional pa-
rameter u and the cubic cell edge a, are sufficient to
define completely the crystal structure of a silicate
spinel.

Both the olivine and the spinel forms of R3*SiO,
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have Si in tetrahedral coordination and R** in oc-
tahedral coordination. Kamb (1968) demonstrated
that an important difference between these two struc-
tures is the type of edge-sharing between cation poly-
hedra. Unlike the olivine form, the spinel form has
no edges shared between tetrahedra and octahedra.
In the silicate spinels, furthermore, the edges shared
between octahedra are longer than the unshared
edges as a result of the oxygen positional parameter,
u, being less than 1/4. All spinel structures stable at 1
bar have u greater than 1/4. Kamb further suggested
that the ratio of octahedral to tetrahedral metal-oxy-
gen bond instances, d,/d, will be important in the
stabilization of a given phase. If this ratio is greater
than some critical value, the olivine structure is stabi-
lized, whereas if it is less than that value, spinel is the
stable form. Changes in temperature, pressure, or
composition alter the bond-distance ratio. Syono et
al. (1971) noted that crystal-field effects for transi-
tion-metal ions are an additional factor influencing
the olivine/spinel transition.

To test the Kamb model it is necessary to deter-
mine the crystal structures of olivine and spinel un-
der the conditions of transformation. The data for
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olivine at high temperature (Smyth, 1975; Smyth and
Hazen, 1973) and at high pressure (Hazen, 1977)
have been presented; however, analogous data for sil-
icate spinels have not been reported.

The crystal structures of y-Fe,SiO, and y-Ni,SiO,
were reported by Yagi et al. (1974), and y-Co,S10,
was described by Morimoto et al. (1974). These
room-pressure studies of metastable single crystals
yielded anomalously high Si-O distances (=0.03A
larger than in olivines) and short R>*-O distances
(=0.03A shorter than in olivines). Additional experi-
ments by Marumo et al. (1974, 1977) revealed sys-
tematic residual electron densities near the positions
of R** cations.

The principal objectives of this study are

(1) to determine separately high-pressure structures
and a high-temperature structure of y-Ni,SiO,,

(2) to compare olivine and spinel structures near
conditions of transformation, and

(3) to determine the cause of electron density residu-
als near the octahedral cation.

Experimental

Specimen description

Single crystals of synthetic iron and nickel silicate
spinels were selected from material synthesized in a
tetrahedral anvil high-pressure apparatus. The mate-
rial was also used in previous room-condition refine-
ments of the structures (Yagi et al., 1974). The condi-
tions of synthesis were 75 kbar and 1500°C for
Fe,S10, and 55 kbar and 1400°C for Ni,SiO,.

The measurements of integrated intensities were
performed with the computer-controlled, single-crys-
tal diffractometer described by Finger et al. (1973).
Molybdenum radiation (A = 0.70926A) and a 6-26
scan technique were used, with the background
counting time and scan rate adjusted to yield a con-
stant ratio of the intensity to its standard deviation
(o,) computed from counting statistics. Two standard
reflections were remeasured every 2 hr to test for
drift. For the measurements under room conditions,
one octant of reciprocal space was measured to a
maximum sind/A of 0.9 with a value of 0.01 for o,/1.
At high temperature, one octant of reciprocal space
was measured to a maximum sin /A of 0.75. The
preferred value of o,/1 was 0.02. At high pressures,
the intensity measurements included all accessible re-
flections in a hemisphere of reciprocal space with sin
0/X less than 0.7. The preferred value of o,/I was
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0.02, and all intensities were measured using the
fixed-¢ mode of data collection (Finger and King,
1978). All intensities were corrected for absorption
by the diamond cell, if appropriate, and for absorp-
tion by the crystal (u, = 148.1 cm™' for Ni,SiO, and
106.3 cm™ for Fe,Si0,).

High-pressure techniques

One iron- and three nickel-silicate spinel single
crystals approximately 70 X 70 X 50 ym were
mounted in diamond-anvil pressure cells (Merrill
and Bassett, 1974) using Inconel 750X (International
Nickel Company, Inc.) gaskets and water + glycerin
(crystal 1 and iron spinel) or 4:1 methanol-ethanol
(crystals 2 and 3) as the fluid-pressure medium. Ruby
crystals less than 10 ym maximum dimension were
included in the mount, and pressures were calibrated
using the pressure shift of the R, ruby line (Pierma-
rini e al., 1975). For each experiment, the pressure
and unit-cell dimensions were measured, X-ray in-
tensity data were collected, and the pressure and
unit-cell dimensions were remeasured. Pressures and
unit-cell dimensions measured before and after data
collection agreed.

Details of procedures for crystal mounting, crystal
centering on the four-circle diffractometer, and unit-
cell determination are given by Finger and King
(1978) and Hazen and Finger (1977a). .

High-temperature techniques

Mullite wool was used to pack the crystal of
Ni,SiO, in an open capillary of fused silica that was
mounted on an alumina ceramic rod with ground zir-
conia and Zircoa Bond 6 as a high-temperature ad-
hesive. The cement was cured at 200°C for several
hours; then the assembly was mounted on the single-
crystal diffractometer, and the unit-cell dimensions
were measured at several temperatures (Table 1)
with the computer-controlled furnace described by
Finger et al. (1973). Although all heating was done
with the crystal in air, no degradation of the sample
was observed.

Refinement

All sets of measured intensities included observa-
tions from several reflections related by symmetry,
which were averaged before refinement. The least-
squares program RFINE (Finger and Prince, 1975)
was used for all refinement calculations. Neutral
scattering factors (Cromer and Mann, 1968) and
anomalous scattering coefficients (Cromer and Liber-
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Table 1. Refinement conditions, refined parameters, and selected distances and angles for silicate spinels

NiZSiOA FEZSiOA
P (kbar) 0.001 0.001* 0.001 11.2(5) 22.5(5) 31.0(5) 36.5(5) 38.2(5) 0.001
T (°C) 23 23 700(10) 23 23 23 23 23 23
No. of reflections 129 131 66 38 58 57 63 38 138
No. of observations*#* 112 111 58 32 49 48 47 32 121
R¥** all data 2.4 4.6 2.9 4.9 4.5 5.0 6.3 5.1 1.9
wRt all data 1.5 2.0 1.9 2.1 2.2 2.5 2.6 2.6 1.4
R observed 1.5 2.9 2.0 3.3 2.3 2.7 3.0 4.0 1.5
wR observed 1.4 1.9 1.8 1.9 1.8 1.9 2.2 2.4 1.3
Oxygen u 0.2439(1)++ 0.2441(2) 0.2435(2) 0.2440(4) 0.2441(3) 0.2442(3) 0.2445(4) 0.2450(6) 0.2409(1)
Extinction parameter, 2.04(8) 0.77(5) 0.107(7) 1.9(3) 1.6(2) 1.8(2) 1.6(2) 1.6(3) 0.05(2)

em (x10°)

By (a2) 0.25(1) 0.30(1) 1.14(3) 0.54(6) 0.43(4) 0.39(3) 0.45(4) 0.51(7) 0.40(1)
Bg; 0.20(1) 0.23(2) 0.87(4) 0.44(9) 0.39(6) 0.26(6) 0.35(8) 0.53(12) 0.27(1)
By 0.34(1) 0.45(5) 1.21(5) 0.65(10) 0.42(6) 0.45(6) 0.48(7) 0.78(11) 0.41(1)
$i-0 (A) 1.657(1) 1.660(3) 1.661(1) 1.651(6) 1.654(4) 1.653(4) 1.657(6) 1.664(8) 1.654(1)
0-0 (IV) 2.705(2) 2.710(4) 2.713(6) 2.696(11) 2.697(6) 2.699(7) 2.705(10) 2.712(13) 2.701(2
M-0 2.061(1) 2.060(2) 2.078(2) 2.059(4) 2.054(2) 2.050(3) 2.046(4) 2.041(5) 2.136(1)
0-0 (shared) 2.983(2) 2.978(4) 3.011(6) 2,982(11) 2.972(6) 2.964(7) 2.954(10) 2.941(13) 3.123(2)
0-0 (unshared) 2.846(1) 2.846(1) 2.864(1) 2.841(1) 2.836(1) 2.833(1) 2.831(1) 2.830(1) 2.916(1)
0-M-0 (°) 92.69(5) 92.60(8) 92.87(10) 92.8(2) 92.7(1) 92.6(1) 92.4(2) 92.2(2) 93.93(4)
0-M-0 (°) 87.31(5) 87.40(8) 87.13(10) 87.2(2) 87.3(1) 87.4(1) 87.6(2) 87.8(2) 86.07(4)

*Data collected at the Smithsonian Institutien.

**I > 20,
*axp = L|(F,l - 1P ||/2lF,].
theighted R = [Iw(|Fq| = |Fgl)2/auwr,21H/2,

+tParenthesized figures represent esd’s of least units cited.

man, 1970) were used for all atoms. An isotropic ex-
tinction parameter (Zachariasen, 1968) was included
in all refinements. The high-pressure refinements
also included use of the ‘“robust/resistant” tech-
niques described by Prince and Nicholson (1978).
These calculations are relatively insensitive to large
systematic errors in the measured structure factors.
Table 1 lists the number of independent observed re-
flections® (I > 20,), residuals, and unit-cell parame-
ters for the various experimental conditions. The
room pressure and temperature results include one
set of data measured at the Geophysical Laboratory
and an additional data set measured at the Smithso-
nian Institution. No systematic differences are ob-
served.

Previous workers (Yagi et al., 1974; Marumo et al,
1974, 1977, Morimoto et al., 1974) have found a
slight disorder between the Si and R** positions, so
an occupancy factor, subject to a constraint of con-
stant chemical composition, was refined for the data
collected under room conditions. It differed so little
from zero that complete cation ordering was assumed
for all further calculations.

Anisotropic temperature factors were refined for
all data sets. The ellipsoid for oxygen is constrained
to be uniaxial with the unique axis along [111]. At

2 Tables of observed and calculated structure factors are avail-
able from the authors.

room pressure the ellipsoid is an oblate spheroid. For
two of the high-pressure refinements, at 11.2 and 36.5
kbar, the ellipsoid is compressed along [111] to the
point that the thermal parameters are nonpositive
definite, indicating uncorrected systematic errors in
the data. None of the high-pressure refinements were
significantly improved by refinement of anisotropic
parameters. Results with isotropic thermal factors are
presented in Table 1.

Results

Compression of silicate spinels

Unit-cell parameters of nickel and iron silicate
spinels at several pressures are listed in Table 2. Unit
cells are refined as triclinic to detect strain resulting
from nonhydrostatic conditions. All cells are cubic
within three estimated standard deviations except for
Ni,Si0, crystal 1 in glycerin plus water at 55 kbar.
Previously reported data on y-Ni,SiO, at this pres-
sure (Finger et al., 1977) are probably in error be-
cause of nonhydrostatic stress.

The bulk moduli for these spinels have been ob-
tained from second-order Birch-Murnaghan equa-
tions of state. In the calculations, it was not possible
to obtain a meaningful refinement of the variation of
bulk modulus with pressure [the pressure derivative
of the bulk modulus (K’) became very large]. Thus
the value of K’ was fixed at 4.0, which is equivalent

O
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Table 2. Unit-cell parameters for silicate spinels at several pressures*
P (kbar) Crystal No. a; (a) ap (&) ay (A) ap (%) ay (%) az (O v (a3) a (A)
Nip§i0,
0.001 1 8.0445(10) ** 8.0444(9) 8.0438(8) 89.996(8) 89.995(9) 90.000(9) 520.5(1) 8.0442
20(1) 1 8.0166(8) 8.0178(8) 8.0187(9) 90.007(13) 90.003(12) 89.988(8) 515.38(9) 8.0175
29(1) 1 8.012(4) 8.008(5) 8.013(3) 89.93(4) 90.03(4) 89.92(5) 514.1(5) 8.011
55 (1) %k 1 7.990(1) 7.974(3) 7.989(4) 89.99(4) 89.91(3) 89.96(2) 509.0(3) 7.984
22.5(5) 2 8.0169(5) 8.0173(4) 8.0169(2) 90.004 (4) 89.996(4) 90.012(4) 515.28(4) 8.0170
31.0(5) 2 8.0082(5) 8.0092(4) 8.0086(2) 89.999(3) 89.999(3) 90.009 (4) 513.66(4) 8.0086
36.5(5) 2 8.0032(7) 8.0043(4) 8.0032(2) 89.999(3) 89.998(3) 90.011(6) 512.68(5) 8.0036
11.2(5) 3 8.0305(6) 8.0296(8) 8.0304 (4) 90.008(8) 90.003(5) 89.998(2) 517.82(7) 8.0302
30.0(5) 3 8.0094(2) 8.0096(2) 8.0097(5) 90.003(5) 90.005(4) 90.005(2) 513.84(4) 8.0096
38.2(5) 3 8.0034 (8) 8.0006(9) 8.0001(4) 90.02(2) 90.03(2) 90.01(1) 512.3(1) 8.0014
Fe)Si04
0.001 1 8.238(2) 8.235(2) 8.236(2) 90.01(2) 90.01(2) 89.98(2) 558.7(2) 8.236
20(1) 1 8.207(4) 8.215(9) 8.211(4) 89.97(7) 89.97(4) 90.09(7) 553.5(7) 8.211
40(1) 1 8.180(3) 8.184(11) 8.180(3) 89.97(6) 90.00(3) 90.03(6) 547.7(8) 8.181

*Unit cell refined as triclinic.
*%Parenthesized figures represent esd's of least units cited.
***Nonhydrostatic pressure.

to the first-order Birch-Murnaghan equation. The
bulk modulus of nickel spinel is 2.27(4) Mbar, ex-
cluding the 55 kbar (nonhydrostatic) result. For iron
silicate spinel a value of 1.96(6) Mbar was obtained.
Sato (1977) studied the compression of silicate spin-
els with powder X-ray diffraction techniques, using
4:1 methanol-ethanol as a pressure-transmitting me-
dium. Her results for a first-order Birch-Murnaghan
equation are 2.23(2) and 1.97(2) Mbar for nickel and
iron spinels, respectively.

y-Ni,SiO, at high temperature

The lattice parameters of y-Ni,Si0O, at seven tem-
peratures between 23° and 700°C are recorded in
Table 3. Expansion is linear within experimental er-
ror over this range,

a = 8.041 + 0.000078 T (°C)

and the thermal expansion coefficient is 9.7 X 107¢
°C.

The u positional parameter of oxygen decreases by
two estimated standard deviations between 23° (u =
0.244040.0001) and 700°C (u = 0.2435+0.0002), as
recorded in Table 1. The Si—O distance remains con-
stant at approximately 1.66A, and the Ni-O bond ex-
pands from 2.060 to 2.078A. Nickel silicate spinel
thus responds to temperature like most other sili-
cates, with little change in the tetrahedron but signif-
icant expansion of divalent cation polyhedra.

Structure of v-Ni,SiO, at high pressure
Deviations of the unit-cell angles from values re-
quired by symmetry are a sensitive indicator of non-

hydrostatic conditions (Finger and Hazen, 1978).
The preliminary data on iron and nickel spinels (Fin-
ger et al., 1977) are affected by this problem; there-
fore, data on y-Ni,Si0, were re-collected on two
crystals at five pressures, using the modified proce-
dures of King and Finger (1979) and Hazen and Fin-
ger (1977a). Refined parameters and selected inter-
atomic distances and angles are listed in Table 1.

The positional parameters of oxygen obtained at
various pressures are presented in Figure 1. Some
nonlinear variation is evident in this diagram; how-
ever, weighted regression analysis with second-order
parameters does not yield a significant improvement.
The hypothesis that u is invariant throughout the me-
tastable range (P < 23 kbar, Akimoto et al., 1965)
and increases above this pressure has also been re-
jected, as the data of Sato (1977) do not show any
anomalous variation in the compression of nickel
spinel as this pressure boundary is crossed. For the

Table 3. Unit-cell parameters for y-Ni,SiO, at several

temperatures

T (°C) a (A) v (ad)

23 8.044(1)* 520.5(1)
200(10) 8.056(2) 522.8(2)
300(10) 8.064(2) 524.3(2)
400(10) 8.071(2) 525.8(2)
500(10) 8.079(2) 527.3(2)
600(10) 8.088(2) 529.0(3)
700(10) 8.095(2) 530.5(3)

*Parenthesized figures
units cited.

represent esd's of least
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Fig. 1. The oxygen positional parameter, u, of y-Ni,SiO, vs.
pressure. Weighted regression analysis was used to derive the line.

linear model, contrary to preliminary conclusions
(Finger et al., 1977), the ratio of octahedral to tet-
rahedral M-O distance, d,/d, decreases with in-
creased pressure. Between 1 atm and 38.2 kbar the
Si-O distance is constant at 1.66A (within experi-
mental error), whereas the Ni-O distance decreases
(by at least five standard deviations) from 2.06 to
2.04A. '

Electron density calculations

Difference electron density maps produced from
the intensities measured in this study are similar to
those previously reported by Marumo et al. (1974,
1977). The major features (Fig. 2a) occur approxi-
mately 0.5A from the Ni position. Anomalies of —1.0

Fig. 2. Partial section of the difference electron density for y-
Ni,Si0O, through the plane y = x. Contours are at intervals of 0.2
e/A® with the zero contour dashed and negative values dotted.
Part (a) is for an anisotropic refinement and (b) is for a model with
anharmonic terms for nickel. Atomic positions are labeled.
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e/A’ are located along the Ni-O bond direction. Fea-
tures of approximately +0.5 ¢/A* occur along [111]
and [111], in the openings between oxygen bonds.
Although these features are not large, they are highly
significant because of the low residual (1.4 percent)
for the refined data set. As described by Marumo et
al. (1974), the observed pattern of electron density
could arise from the effects of the ligand fields on the
3d electrons of the Ni ions or from anharmonic ther-
mal motion. In the present study, the cumulant ex-
pansion of the temperature factor (Johnson, 1970)
was used to include anharmonic contributions. In the
mathematical formalism employed, an expansion of
the structure factor equation to fourth order in terms
of products of the Miller indices is performed. The
ordinary positional parameters and anisotropic ther-
mal coefficients roughly correspond to the first- and
second-order terms, respectively. For the site symme-
try (3m) of Ni in spinel, all odd-order terms vanish,
leaving two second-order terms and four fourth-or-
der coefficients. The fourth-cumulant terms corre-
spond to a correction for the statistical descriptor
called kurtosis or peakedness.

When the fourth-cumulant terms were included in
the least-squares refinement, the weighted residual
decreased from 1.4 to 1.1 percent, yielding a ratio of
the weighted R factors of 1.25, whereas the R-factor-
ratio test of Hamilton (1965) requires only a ratio of
1.08 to justify the additional parameters at the 0.5
percent significance level. A difference electron den-
sity map computed with the new thermal parameters
is shown in Figure 2b. The anomalies in the vicinity
of Ni are essentially eliminated, and the residual
electron densities at the positions of oxygen and sili-
con are reduced. A positive residual between Ni and
O is enhanced. Table 4 lists the refined thermal pa-
rameters for the ordinary and fourth-cumulant re-
finement. Only the d,,,, term is significantly different
from zero, and this term flattens the calculated elec-
tron density along the Ni-O bond ([100]). Note that
the b, terms are reduced for all atoms when anhar-
monic terms for Ni are introduced. Although the ex-
pansion of the fourth-order terms for Ni has signifi-
cantly reduced the R factor and virtually eliminated
the residuals in the difference electron density, it is
impossible to distinguish, from the X-ray data, be-
tween a static distortion of the electron distribution
and nonharmonic vibrations. Studies of the structure
with inelastic neutron scattering techniques could re-
solve this question.

The fourth-camulant formalism was also applied
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Table 4. Thermal parameters* for y-Ni,SiO4

Refined value (x10°)
Ordinary refinement Anharmonic refinement

Atom Parameter

Ni by ** 96(3)+ 78(8)
by, -5(4) -4(2)
a1 - -0.16(3)
41112 - -0.00(1)
1122 - 0.02(1)
41103 - 0.00(1)

si B, 76(5) 67(5)

0 By 130(6) 122(5)
b -15(10) -12(8)

12

*Thermal parameters are of the form:
exp{—§ { hombo - § ]Z( § lzn hjhkhlhmdjklm}

#%Symmetry constraints for atoms are as follows:

Nii by = byy = bags byg = byy = byys dypqy = dyppp = 3333

41123 = 91223 T 912330 9132 T Yn13 T F1222 T Y1333 T

dy333° 91122 = 91133 = 92233
Sit byy = Byy = byg, Dyy = by = Py = 0
0: b = b, b = b = b

117 Pog T Page P1p T Pp3 T Pos

tParenthesized figures represent esd's of least units cited.

to the iron spinel data. The difference electron den-
sities after ordinary refinement (Fig. 3a) showed fea-
tures of —0.6 e¢/A® along [111] and positive residuals
of 0.6 e/A® along the Fe-O bond. The topology of
the electron density residuals in the vicinity of iron is
similar to the results of Marumo et al. (1977); how-
ever, there is a reversal in sign. After refinement of
the fourth-cumulant terms (Fig. 3b), both types of
anomalies were reduced in height and areal extent,

\
4
(R
L

Fig. 3. Partial section of the difference electron density for y-
Fe,Si0, through the plane y = x. See legend of Fig. 2.
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but the reduction in weighted R was not sufficient to
justify the additional parameters in the refinement.

Discussion

Unit-cell a vs. oxygen u

A significant result of this study is that the rela-
tionship between unit-cell edge a and oxygen param-
eter u (Fig. 4) is essentially linear. This relationship
holds for Co,S10,, Fe,Si0,, and Ni,SiO, at several
pressures and temperatures, and is, therefore, inde-
pendent of temperature, pressure, and octahedral
composition for the transition metal silicate spinels.
In addition, all points of Figure 4 are close to the line
of constant Si-O distance of 1.66A. Silicate spinels in
the range of P, T, and X studied, consequently, ap-
pear to have a constant tetrahedral volume of
2.34(2)A> (Table 5), whereas the size of the M—O oc-
tahedron is the principal structural variable.

Polyhedral bulk moduli of y-Ni,SiO,

Polyhedral volumes of Si-O tetrahedra and Ni-O
octahedra for nickel silicate spinel are listed in Table
5. As noted above, there is no systematic change with
pressure in the tetrahedral volume, and the bulk
modulus for that polyhedron is greater than 2.5
Mbar. A number of other silicates have tetrahedral
bulk moduli of 2.5+0.5 Mbar (Hazen and Finger,
1977a).

The Ni-O octahedron has a calculated bulk modu-
lus of 1.7(1) Mbar, based on weighted linear regres-
sion of data in Table 5. This value is somewhat less

T T T 1
0.246 ~
=]
5 0.244]
o
£
o
S
a
f =4
Q
2 0.2421
»
o]
0.240
| 1 1 |
8.0 8.1 8.2 8.3
Celi Edge, a (A}

Fig. 4. The oxygen positional parameter, u, of several silicate
spinels vs. the unit-cell edge, a. Calculated lines corresponding to
constant Si-O distances of 1.65, 1.66, and 1.67A are shown.
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Table 5. Polyhedral volumes for y-Ni,SiO,
T (°C) P (kbar) Ve, (a%) v &)
Si Ni

23 0.001 2.335 11.63
23% 0.001 2.348 11.62
23 11.2 2,327 11.57
23 22.5 2.322 11.50
23 31.0 2.331 11.42
23 36.5 2.340 11.37
23 38.2 2.361 11.30
700 0.001 2.352 11.92

*Data collected at the Smithsonian Institution.

than the value of 1.95(5) Mbar reported by Bassett
and Takahashi (1974) for NiO. Hazen and Finger
(1977a) proposed an inverse relationship between
polyhedral bulk modulus, K, and polyhedral volume,
V, for divalent cation polyhedra: K = 21/V Mbar.
The predicted value for the Ni-O octahedron with V
of 11.6A° is 1.8 Mbar, which is consistent with the
observed value.

The olivine/spinel transition

At room temperature the transformation of iron
and nickel olivine to the spinel form takes place at 35
and 23 kbar, respectively (Akimoto et al., 1965, 1976,
1977). From compressibility data for spinels from the
present study, combined with observed (Hazen,
1977) and predicted (Hazen and Finger, 1977b) val-
ues of olivine and iron spinel polyhedral compres-
sibilities, a comparison of olivine and spinel struc-
tures at the transition pressure can be made. From
these calculations, it appears that the ratio of octahe-
dral to tetrahedral distance, d,/d,, decreases in both
olivines and spinels with increasing pressure or de-
creasing temperature. For Ni,SiO, at 23 kbar, d,/d, is
1.27 and 1.23 for olivine and spinel, respectively. For
Fe,Si0, at 35 kbar, the equivalent quantities are 1.32
and 1.28. As Kamb (1968) noted, there is a sizable re-
duction in d,/d, as the structure changes from olivine
to spinel. The ratio at transition is not independent of
composition, nor are values of d,/d, constant along
the pressure-temperature range of the transition for a
given composition. For example, at 1000°C and 35
kbar, also on the a 2 y transition curve for Ni,SiO,
(Akimoto et al., 1976), d,/d, is predicted to be 1.29
and 1.25 for olivine and spinel, respectively. Al-
though this ratio is altered in the olivine-spinel tran-
sition, it is obviously an oversimplification, as noted
by Kamb, to define the stability limits of spinel in
terms of a single parameter.
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